
RICHARD WINKLER 
  
About 5 years ago Swedish painter Richard Winkler felt the urge to advance his artistic 
concepts into large 3 dimensional forms.  It was essential to honor the sensations that 
began to bubble up from within. 
  
Richard initiated the process of experimentation and of learning how and what was 
needed to manifest his ideas into this world. 
  
First he was to construct and “play” with models, simplistic and crude. And then the 
momentum of the creative process naturally grew.  The enquiring mind initiated the 
necessary steps and it was not long before Richard was forging wonderful sculptures in 
bronze. 
  
His development charts a course that isn’t dissimilar to other artists who immerse 
themselves in Bali’s abundance.  However, his distinction is that he has succeeded in doing 
what few foreign artists in Indonesia can do.  Richard’s work was quickly recognized and 
success in the fine art world ensued.  Consistent sales began and he created a niche within 
the large, yet challenging contemporary art market. 
  
Within his paintings Richard creates a fantastic Balinese utopian landscape.  His 
compositions feature figures, bulbous and distorted, which contain the extraordinary story 
of his body and personal experience of having to cope with a rare genetic disease. From an 
early age painful boney growths continued to reappear on Richard’s limbs and he had to 
undergo regular surgery to have them removed.  
  
Yet the passage of time granted Richard permission to transcend the challenges faced in 
his formative years. “These experiences taught me to love and honor the physical vehicle 
in which I was born.  They have inspired me. This has helped develop a resilient character, 
and given me an enormously positive outlook on life.” 
  
Richard’s figures reflect the creative nature of the human DNA that manifests in countless 
different body forms and sizes, from obese to beautiful, and from the vigorous to the 
diseased.    “I resonate with the abstract nature of my figures.  Subconsciously a part of me 
springs forth and then in the studio it comes to life.  It is my own unique creative process,” 
he adds.   
  
So why is it that we find Richard’s works so attractive?  
  
At a glance these paintings are an amalgamation of subtle curves. The delightful arcs that 
occupy Richard’s works suggest nature’s perfect symbol – the circle.   
  
In our analysis of paintings all is perceived as being abstract until the brain processes and 
identifies. And it is here the human mind may be easy led, it needs only suggestions and 
then its own creative devices may come into play.  Our imagination may defy what is 
visible and then create its own forms.   
  
  
The viewer’s subconscious mind refers to its programmed symbols  and immediately 
resonates with the paintings refined nature. It identifies the curves and then the 
subconscious may make up the rest.  The arcs morph into a circles, containing powerful 
frequencies that are unlocked by the mind. Sensing perfection, though not visibly 
recognizing it, magically we respond to all that is encoded within the circle and this then 
delivers harmonic feelings. 
  
The exaggerated human shapes found therein, feature bulging backsides, torsos and limbs 
insight humor.  Richard’s compositions are studies of precision and balance, and its hard 
not to be seduced by his works. 
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Of course, the rich environmental scenarios send tranquil messages and color psychology 
settles the mind.  Color use is never over powering. The soft greens and blues within his 
tropical locales contain delicate, soothing melodies.  Occasionally Richard uses contrasts, 
intelligently positioned to create aesthetic impacts.  
  
Rarely does he utilize the potent straight line in amongst his lush settings. If he does it will 
be the horizon that denotes the composition’s third dimension, and which delivers a jolt of 
tension within his “sea of curves”. 
  
Art reflects life so I must mention Richard’s home environment, his beautiful young 
daughters and Indonesian wife.  Behind every successful man is a successful woman, a 
cliché, however, in this case so true. His partner Regine has played a large role in his good 
fortune too.  Surrounded by the loving feminine energy of the family and of  ‘The Island of 
The Gods’.  Its little wonder Richard’s works mirror the very essence that embodies life 
itself.  
  
Be it partly dressed or naked, the depicted “beauties” with their copious flesh, they are 
more than the human feminine source, they reflect the fertile nature of the universe and 
every creative act of life.  
  
Richard’s creations have found favor with wealthy collectors in Java and projects consuming 
many months of labor have now become part of the course.  His painting studio is as 
expected yet his sculpture studio takes on much greater needs and hence appropriate 
proportions.   
  
These are monumental reclining figures, some more than 3 meters in height.  Richard takes 
the voluptuous characters from his paintings and expands on their size. To achieve the 
perfect symmetries in his sculptures requires time and skill, so during the process he must 
continuously run his hands over the extremities of the models to identify and correct any 
imperfections he perceives.   
  
The models are then dismantled and transferred to Yogyakarta, reassembled and caste in 
boiling liquid bronze and then finishing is done.  Finally these characters are carefully 
positioned according to the client’s requests and appear grounded and secure as if they are 
grown up and out through the earth. 
  
Richard Winkler was born in 1969 in Norrkoping, Sweden and studied graphic design and 
illustration at the Beckman’s School of Design in Stockholm. For some years he worked as 
an illustrator for advertising and magazines.   
  
In 1997 Richard moved from Europe to Ubud to become a full time painter and of course he 
was destined to succeed.  Why?  There are few virtues greater than dedication to intuitive 
impulses, trust and a fearless approach to life.  Master these and then all will fall into place.   
  
His work is a metaphor for fertility in all its abundance and it celebrates his roots.  Richard’s 
genuine expressions honor sacred spirit and Mother Gaia who create all life and physical 
forms.   
  
The universe is a magical place for those who believe. 
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