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“I packed my bags and left London for Bali, yet I recall the moment at the airport 
when I thought, what on Earth am I doing?” Contemporary landscape Artist Neal 
Adams first visited Ubud in 1998. Like so many other foreign artists he sensed 
something unique and felt drawn, moving to reside here in 2003. Ubud’s 
distinctive energy is very conducive to creative expression; the local culture 
integrates art and life simultaneously through music, dance, ceremonies, 
sculpture, painting and the narrative tales from the Hindu religious epics.

“Living in Bali I developed a strong work ethic painting everyday. I discovered a 
practice to refine my technique and at the same time hone a voice, a personal 
style which was very much my own.” he states. Adams successfully grounded and 
integrated his energies in Bali.

Born in London in 1968 Adams grew up in a creative family, drawing came 
naturally to him as a child. From the age of 14 he received private tuition in Fine 
Arts from Professor James Turner, Wimbledon School of Fine Arts who lived near 
to his childhood residence. “I regularly visited the galleries and the National 
Museum in London……it became my temple. As a youth I loved to venture alone 
into the chambers and immerse myself in the works of the great Masters, 
Rembrandt, Monet, Cezanne and others. 

I studied the academic principles, absorbing their methods, then at home I worked 
tirelessly experimenting to reproduce their techniques. I had a burning desire to 
become an Artist!” he states. Living and painting in his small studio in London, 
Adams supported his obsession by working in the printing industry. He 
successfully exhibited paintings in traditional oils at the Piccadilly Open Air Sunday 
market selling to international tourists.

“The environment has always been one of my passions, as a child I developed a 
respect, a reverence for trees and nature. I adored sitting in gardens yet preferred 
to be within the depths of a forest, with a pencil and sketch pad. To be in its 
silence, surrounded by its energy, I perceived a calm sense of belonging,” reveals 
Adams. The tree is a global motif, ‘the tree of life’, ‘the tree of knowledge,” it is a 
spiritual and cultural icon with a life sustaining essence. The two universally 
symbolic themes that are the focus of Adams paintings are purely environmental; 
trees and light.

Light is the primary source and infrastructure, the mediator of all life and 
intelligence between the solar galactic realms and the collective planetary 
organism. Light is the quintessential form of consciousness, a conduit of universal 
understanding. Dawn light subdues us and softens our experience as we rise to 
witness the morning sparkle into life. Late afternoon sunlight casts spells as we 
marvel at the varying glow. Light has its own unique meditative qualities and also 
contains spiritual connotations. Lights radiant magical elements may be 
appreciated in our stillness and silence as we seek to reveal the truth from its 
mysteries.

Adam’s modern creations have a poetic balance between realism and abstraction. 
His style has been influenced by the Master Impressionists who captured nature in 
a way that allows the viewer to participate with the illusion upon the canvas, 
adding their own personal touches or information from their imaginations during 
the act of observation. The use of gold and silver metallic leaf functions as a 
medium of depth and a conductor of light, appearing as the back lighting to the 
primary subjects.

'Aspens' 2010, 60cm x 80cm

'Quiet Reflections' 
2010, mixed media on canvas

'Helaconia'  2009, 200cm x 150cm. 
mixed media on canvas



The textures and the luminous qualities of light Adams achieves, contrasting 
against the form of the trees creates the powerful dynamic that is immediately 
evident. The metallic leafing is painstakingly applied, then by layering films of 
translucent lacquer he is able to develop the variances of light attaining the depth 
of field and the optical and cerebral impact that only light may achieve. Adams 
favors the gold metallic leafing, the color Gold has much spiritual significance in 
Bali, Gold is ‘God’s color’ and his preferred medium is acrylic.

Adams paintings change according to the availability of the light in the area in 
which they are displayed and from the varying angles from which the viewer 
observes them. Silhouettes, shadows and abstract images appear and the 
observer is seduced by a surreal ambience. “Experimentation is a vital part of my 
creative process, each piece has its own individual character. I produce something 
unique with every canvas and each painting has a life of its own.”

Adams premiere solo exhibition in Indonesia, ‘Reflections in Faith’ held at Al 
Canna Gallery in Jakarta in July, 2007, was sold out. At Masterpiece Auction House 
in Jakarta his works are regularly traded. Each October Adams exhibits through JL 
Galleries in California, U.S.A, were he is popular with collectors and his shows 
repeatedly sell out. His work is available for viewing at Orgone Gallery on Jalan
Raya, Sanggingan, Ubud, just up from Mozaic Restaurant.

Painting is complementary to his interest in philosophy and curiosity about life, 
Adams paints to make sense of the outside world. “Painting is like music, it is an 
expression on an emotional level, it draws from the interior. A painting is a 
reflection of life and how we may witness it. I strive for the emotional connection 
with the observer that they can feel the painting as well as to see it. I believe I 
have succeeded when I make people view the world in a slightly different way.”

The most enduring art is created from a sacred, silent wisdom filled place within 
the artist. A strong piece of art both touches and inspires, then aides the observer 
to connect with something that is much greater than themselves. If we are to 
place our attention upon a tree or focus on source of light and their tranquility, 
their innate peaceful essence is a reminder of our own need for stillness and 
silence. Tragically perhaps in our time fixated modern era this is one of the human 
species most neglected fundamental and nurturing requirements?
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'Tall Standing'  130 x 100 cm.
2010, mixed media on canvas. 
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