
Paul Husner – The Magic of Truth 
 
Following in the tradition of a long line of foreign artists that have been seduced by Bali’s magical light and 
aesthetic grandeur, including names such as Walter Spies, Rudolf Bonnet and Miguel Covarrubias comes Swiss 
born artist Paul Husner, who from 1997 has divided his time between Amsterdam, the Netherlands and Ubud, 
Bali.   
 
In his exhibition “The Magic of Truth”, open 7th December 2013 at Ubud’s Agung Rai Museum of Art, Husner 
presents utopian Balinese landscapes in dazzling colors -  in a world where fantasy collides with reality, and setting 
our imagination free. 
 
Husner’s paintings depicting scenes of temple ceremonies, dramatic mountain and coastal vistas, or studies of 
Balinese people occupied in various tasks resonate with such harmony in color and composition that at times they 
may appear deceptively simple.  
 
This is the hallmark of a master painter.   
 
Husner is gifted with the rare ability to create scenarios of complex architectural features along with extraordinary 
expressionist color verve that they mysteriously set the observer at ease.  Simplicity is nature’s signature of 
intelligence and his work are a pure a delight to behold. 
 
Our eyes and senses are invited on an extraordinary journey of revelation when traversing the surfaces of 
Husner’s canvases.   We shall encounter moments of intimate and powerful silence alongside contrasting dramatic 
aspects - “detail” and color dynamics in compositions, that as a whole, manifest into visual symphonies. 
 
The knowledge of color Husner commands reflects his understanding of its inter relationships, their subtle 
nuances and the impact that color has on the sub conscious mind.  Combinations of cool and warm colors set into 
clever spatial arrangements or light, medium and dark tones of a single color positioned sparsely upon the canvas 
“play” with the observer’s eye, and like lightening our vision strikes out to identify and discern color similarities.  
On the other hand, he then will use contrasting colors side by side, reds against greens, yellows next to blues, for 
example, to create tension and aesthetic drama. 
 
The figures Husner portrays, clad in ceremonial dress or merely sarongs, always appear grounded and strong, as if 
rooted directly into the earth aided by their curvaceous mass, depicted with enormous duck like feet, 
accentuating and solidifying their presence and posture.    
 
Husner spares no time for details, he strips his figures back to the bare essentials, providing minimal information - 
simple, angular primitive facial features that highlight the beauty of the Balinese form, along with square 
shoulders, round breasts and shapely elongated bodies. 
 
When building compositions Husner is always methodical and ever meticulous. He adopts a ratio known as the 
Golden Mean to create perfect proportion that then allows all architectural features to resonate in harmony.  
Therefore his compositions, that are often extraordinarily complex - pushing the limits of our imagination - 
challenge us to believe how the “real and the unreal” may coincide together in the one painting.  
 
Paul Husner, (b. 1942 in Basel) is an award winning and highly educated artist, studying graphic art and painting, 
he was a professor of Art between 1980-88 at the Rijksakademie van Beeldende Kunsten in Amsterdam.  He has 
been exhibiting internationally since the 1970’s and his works may be found in private and public museum 
collections throughout the world. 
 
Rarely in Bali does the art observer have an opportunity to see work of such mastery of both color and 
composition.   Importantly, in this exhibition the artist pays homage to his wife and muse Tine G. Ruiter who 
tragically passed away early this year in Ubud.   For lovers of art and Bali Paul Husner’s exhibition “The Magic of 
Truth” is a must see. 
 
Paul Husner – “The Magic of Truth” Continues through 7th January 2014,  
Agung Rai Museum of Art, Jalan Raya Pengosekan, Ubud, Bali,  Tel: +62 361 976659 



Full Moon in Semawang Temples Paul Husner, 2013, oil on Canvas. 
Image Richard Horstman 

A Balinese Woman and a Sacred Banyan Tree Paul Husner, 2013 oil 
on canvas, Image Richard Horstman 

Odalan Mountain Temple, Jatiluwih, Bali.  Paul Husner. oil on 
canvas. Image by Richard Horstman 

ARMA Resort with Gunung Agung Paul Husner, 2013, oil on canvas. 
Image Richard Horstman 

Balinese Temple at Jatiluwih Paul Husner, 2012, oil on canvas. Image 
Richard Horstman 

Seaside Temple in Pasut, Bali Paul Husner, 2012, oil on 
canvas, Image Richard Horstman 


