
 Larasati Balinese Modern Traditional Art Auction ARMA 5 April 2015 
  
For sale at the April 5 Larasati Balinese Modern Traditional art auction at ARMA museum in Ubud is an array 
of attractive paintings available in various Balinese traditional styles, as well as in the Indonesian modern and 
contemporary art genres.  The ninety lots for sale offer not a variety of styles and price ranges, yet also an 
above average selection from that available at auction last November by Larasati.  
  
While the market for Indonesian modern and contemporary art is overpriced some experts believe that the 
market for Balinese Modern Traditional paintings offers many good value buys.  Serious buyers and astute 
investors should note that because it is considered undervalued a 10 year future projection of current prices 
would confirm that buying now is a sound investment.  
  
Within the selection there are some works that are estimated well above market value, so new buyers are 
always advised to do their research, however while many works have estimated prices within fair market 
value range, if buyers achieve a purchase at the lower end of these estimates then good, cheap buys are 
available. Works by some masters of the Pita Maha artists collective founded in 1936 in Ubud are on offer at 
prices below market averages. 
  
Buyers who cannot attend the auction or previews days and are bidding over the phone would be wise to 
contact Larasati and ask about the colour reproduction accuracy of the images within the online catalogue to 
ensure that what they wish to buy can be realistically gaged.  They should also ask for the condition report of 
the work, a document that will outlines the paintings current state and whether it has repairs or over 
painting.  Provenance, the historical data of who has previously owned the works is also important.  
  
The first lot for sale a beautiful etching, 27x23cm by the early Dutch visitor to Bali Willem Hofker (1902-
1981), “Ni Asoeg in Ardja” estimated at Rp. 8-11,000,000 is an interesting buy for those wishing to enhance 
their collection with foreign artists of  historical note.  Lot 15. by Dutch painter Rudolf Bonnet (1895-1978) is 
also within this context being a leading figure instrumental in the development of Balinese Modern 
Traditional art via portraiture and studies of the anatomy.  “Study of a Female Nude”, 63 x 28cm in brown 
chalk on paper, dated 1964 is estimated at Rp. 17-25,000,000.  
  
Two beautiful landscapes featuring Balinese engaged in daily activities are, Lot 64 & 67 by Wayan Sadia (b 
1939 Tebesaya, Ubud).  These reveal the mastery of the artist whose figures reveal the influence  Bonnet had 
on the development of figurative painting. Lot 64 “Adu Ayam” estimate price Rp. 30-40,000,000, size125x150 
cm, is the most interesting for its range of coloration and the relationship of dark and light colours with the 
composition.  
  
Paintings by the deceased masters of the Pita Maha with low price estimates are Lot 41 Ida Bagus Made 
Nadera (1912-1998)  “Bima Suarga” 1993 Rp. 13-15,000,000 91x 82 cm, an unusual composition with 
beautiful pulsating visual rhythms, and Lot 43 by Ida Bagus Rai  (1933-2007) Ubud, 120 x 67 cm “Legenda 
Rajapala - Bidadari Ken Sulasih Kembali ke Surga”, estimated at the Rp. 12-15,000,000.  “Kehidupan di Bali”, 
Lot 68. by Ketut Sadia (b. Batuan 1963) 140x100 cm is a good buy if purchased within the estimated Rp. 12-
15,000,000 as this is about half the price of buying direct from the artist. 
  
Lot 85 is a unique lot as a whole because of the large number of pieces on offer, 16 ink on paper drawings, 
34x24cm, from the sketchbook of the master of the PitaMaha Ida Bagus Nyoman Rai (1915-2000).  While 
"Daily Life in Bali” are estimated at Rp. 45 - 55.000.000 and above market value they are from good 
provenance and two of the sketches are delightfully balanced flora studies.  
  
The highlight of the auction is Lot 88 by Ida Bagus Made Widja (1912-1992), one of the most sort after 
painters from the village of Batuan.  “VIllage Scene in Batuan” is a late piece by the artist painted in 1968, 42 
x 85.2 cm acrylic on canvas, in which the artist chooses to zoom in and depict a small detailed scene rather 
than his usual large and highly descriptive “universal” narratives. Estimated at a fair market price between Rp 
100 - 125.000.000 and from good provenance this vibrant and colorful work of high technical quality.  
  



Balinese Calendar Circa 1930's 90x109cm  Natural Pigements 
on Canvas 

Ida Bagus Nyoman Rai, Daily Life in Bali 34x24cm 

Ida Bagus Made Poleng, Harvesting Gusti Ketut Kobot.Scene from Ramayana Story 50x70cm 



 
Lot. 90 by Ida Bagus Made Poleng (1915-1999) Tebesaya, Ubud another master from the PitaMaha  
“Harvesting” 50x56.5 cm is estimated at Rp 180 - 250.000.000, from good provenance and offers a good 
investment opportunity.   Lot 86 “Nonton Wayang” by Ida Bagua Made Nadera, also a master from the Pita 
Maha (1912-1998) at Rp. 25-35,000,000 is worthy of attention with its unusual color tones. 
  
“Berburu Rusa”, Lot 46 by Ida Bagus Made Togog (1913-1989) Batuan one of the foremost painters of 
Batuan, estimated price Rp. 60-70,000,000, 70x50 cm, who produced over 80 works for the renowned 
anthropologists Bateson and Mead during 1936-38. 
  
A vibrant and beautifully balanced composition in oil, Lot 25 by Nyoman Gunarsa’s “Pendet Dancers” from 
2000, 145 x 145 cm, estimated at Rp. 65 - 75.000.000 is the strongest of the four compositions available by 
the Balinese modern master.  Paintings from the Penestanan Young artists and the Kamasan style are also 
on offer along with big names from the Indonesian modern and contemporary art genres.  
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