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Surpassed by other genres of Indonesian art in the marketplace, Balinese Traditional art by comparison is a 
small niche market, however, due to the overvalued state of Indonesian contemporary art and the damage to 
the international reputation of Indonesian art due to the controversial OHD affair, Balinese traditional art is 
currently gaining new ground. 
 
Recent auction results reveal that the demand for this art is growing, while it is also perceived by the experts 
as being highly undervalued, allowing scope for the astute investor to capitalize. 
 
A noticeably stronger collection of paintings than was available during the July auction went under the 
hammer on 16 November at the Larasati Traditional, Modern and Contemporary art auction at Ubud’s Agung 
Rai Museum of Art.  
 
Genres of art available included Balinese modern traditional paintings and one sculpture, and Indonesian 
modern and contemporary paintings consisting of a total 107 lots for sale.  A five-volume collection of books, 
‘Paintings and Statues From the Collection of President Sukarno of the Republic of Indonesia’ was an unusual 
item available for purchase as well. 
 
One of the highlights was a rare wooden sculpture, ‘Mother’s Love’, by the influential Ida Bagus Tilem (1936 – 
1993) from the woodcarver’s epicentre of Mas. Tilem forged a new course in figurative woodcarving and was 
the first to depart from the popular elongated style to producing works characterized by their voluminous 
mass. Carved from an unusually light wood, “Mother’s Love’ features a mother in a reclining pose breast 
feeding her child.   At an estimated price of Rp. 120,000,000 – 150,000,000, the work sold for Rp. 
225,000,000. 
 
A.A. Gede Anom Sukawati (1966) is an artist whose works are in high demand. ‘Tari Oleg Tambulilingan’ 
features Anom Sukawati’s trademark attention to the uniforms of the subjects, whereby variations in shades 
of colour accentuate the wrinkles in the dancers costumes. Estimated at Rp. 90,000,000 – 120,000,000, it was 
purchased for Rp 190,000,000.  
 
This was the only world record price achieved on the day, previously his record was Rp. 90,000,000, set in 
March 2014 Larasati Auction. 
 
Another highly prized lot was an early painting by Nyoman Meja  (1952) ‘The Apprentice’ that features his 
usual cast of playful children with wonderfully expressive, big bold eyes.  This was a rare buy because it 
predated his works that have become his renowned signature style that feature vibrant red lighting in the 
focal point of the composition as the setting sun brilliantly lights up the subjects. Estimated at Rp. 65,000,000 
– 75,000,000 it sold for Rp. 90,000,000. 
 
Wayan Turun (1935-1986) ‘Upacara Nyambutin’ estimated at Rp. 20,000,000 – 25,000,000 sold for Rp. 
42,000,000. While an interesting result was ‘Rajapala’ by the very sort after Ida Bagus Made Poleng (1915-
1999), estimated at Rp. 220 – 320,000,000 selling well within the estimate price at Rp. 280,000,000.  
 
‘A Tribute to Rudolf Bonnet’ paid homage to the iconic Dutch painter (1895-1978) whose works contributed to 
the evolution of figurative Balinese painting beginning in the late 1920’s.  Fine works by Ridi, Jati, Sadia where 
on offer, yet the most sort after was ‘Sepulang Dari Melaut’ by Ketut Sadia. This was a departure from his 
signature style of spacious and glowing Balinese rice fields upon harvest. 
  
This work, however, was a more complex painting in both composition and light and dark coloration, and its 
ambience was amplified by 3 of its subjects gazing directly out from the canvas at observer. Estimated price 
Rp. 12,000,000 – Rp. 15,000,000 it sold for Rp. 27,000,000.  
 
 



Good buys were available during the auction of highly respected artists, such as Ketut Madra (1946) ‘Sita 
Satya’, 3 works by Ida Bagus Rai (1933-2007), Arie Smit (1916) ‘Landscape in Bali’, Dewa Putu Mokoh 
(1936-2010) ‘Bermain Rakit,  3 works by Ida Bagus Made Wija (1912-1992),  3 works by Ketut Gelgel 
(1944), with only one selling above the estimate. Two works by Ida Bagus Made Nadera (1915-1998) were 
sort after, while the respected painter from Batuan Ida Bagus Made Wija (1912-1992) works were sold 
within their estimated prices.  
 
An interesting observation is of Kamasan painting, the classical style introduced into Bali in the 13th 
century by the artisans of the East Javanese Mahapahit Hindu empire, that is gaining momentum. Most 
Kamasan works at auction have sold for single digit numbers, while on this occasion a small work, ‘Epos 
Mahabarata’ by Mangku Mura sold for Rp. 16,000,000. 
 
For new collectors entering the market there were good opportunities to purchased works by favoured 
names, as some of the estimates appeared to be well undervalued. In particular was three paintings by 
deceased master of the famous 1930’s art collective the Pita Maha, Ida Bagus Rai.  The 1920’s works of 
the early Batuan style by Made Kicen were cheaply purchased, while the extraordinary miniature works 
of the Keliki school, by Ocen, Nengah and Sunarta were also excellent prospects. 
 
An assortment of modern and contemporary Indonesian paintings sold cheaply, however works by Dutch 
painter, and former Bali resident Han Snel (1925-1998) and Italian Renato Cristiano (1925) were sort after 
and sold well above their estimates. 
 
“We are very pleased with the results,” says Larasati Director Danial Komala.  “The market in Bali is 
healthy and growing. What is crucial is that we build a strong following of collectors that give the Bali 
sales credibility. I am happy to see hard core collectors on the phone and on the floor avidly bidding.” 
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